THE CRANKER
MARCH APRIL 2013

NO CRAP “Willy” it is almost exactly 6 weeks
from February 2nd to March 21st.
Okay that is my rant!!!
We are getting close to another cruising season
and I will tell you I can smell it. Oh we will get a
couple of more storms and whine and complain,
but the days are longer and we are getting antsy.
I am starting to think about getting the car out and
what I need to do and then what I want to do. I of
course will get teased about the shape of my
garage, but it is my little sanctuary when Pat lets
me out.
We are starting to scour the ads for new shows or
cruises, you know just trying to plan ahead. If
anyone has any ideas please let us know. As
always I am looking for each member to send in
pictures and stories of their travels for next year’s
CRANKER.
Please remember to take your
camera with you.
So let’s get ready and let’s have a safe summer of
driving. --.

A WORD FROM THE
TOP

WE ARE GOING TO MAKE IT – WE ARE
GOING TO MAKE IT!!!!!!!!
Sometimes winter seems to drag on and on and
then we reach February and that dam groundhog
tells us it will be 6 more weeks of winter. WELL

Are You Smarter
Than A 60 Year
Old?
THIS WAS HARDER THAN I THOUGHT...
THE ANSWERS WERE ON THE TIP OF MY
TONGUE... I REMEMBERED, BUT...DON'T
LOOK BELOW FOR THE ANSWERS UNTIL
YOU HAVE TRIED IT OUT. A MEMORY TEST,
FOR THOSE 'OLDER' THAN DIRT.
So have some fun my sharp-witted friends. This is
a test for us 'older kids'! The answers are printed
below, (after the questions) but don't cheat!
answer them first.....

01. After the Lone Ranger saved the day and rode
off into the sunset, the grateful citizens would ask,
Who was that masked man? Invariably, someone
would answer, I don't know, but he left this
behind. What did he leave behind?____________.
02. When the Beatles first came to the U.S. In
early 1964, we all watched them on The ____
___________ Show.
03. 'Get your kicks, __ _________ _______.'
04. 'The story you are about to see is true. The
names have been changed to _______________.'
05. 'In the jungle, the mighty jungle,_________.'
06. After the Twist, The Mashed Potato, and the
Watusi, we 'danced' under a stick that was
lowered as low as we could go in a dance called
the '_____________.'
07. Nestle's makes the very best .___________.'
08. Satchmo was America's 'Ambassador of
Goodwill.' Our parents shared this great jazz
trumpet player with us. His name was
_________________.
09. What takes a licking and keeps on ticking?
_______________.
10. Red Skeleton's hobo character was named
__________________ and Red always ended his
television show by saying, 'Good Night, and
'________ ________... '
11. Some Americans who protested the Vietnam
War did so by burning their______________.
12. The cute little car with the engine in the back
and the trunk in the front was called the VW.
What other names did it go by? ____________
&_______________.
13. In 1971, singer Don MacLean sang a song
about, 'the day the music died.' This was a tribute
to ___________________.
14. We can remember the first satellite placed
into orbit. The Russians did it. It was called
__________________.
15. One of the big fads of the late 50's and 60's
was a large plastic ring that we twirled around our
waist. It was called the ___________________.
16. Remember LS/MFT _____ _____/_____
_____ _____?
17. Hey Kids! What time is it? It's _____ _____!
18. Who knows what secrets lie in the hearts of
men? The _____ Knows!

19. There was a song that came out in the 60's that
was "a grave yard smash". It's name was the
______ ______!
20. Alka Seltzer used a "boy with a tablet on his
head" as its Logo/Representative. What was the
boy’s name? ________

greatest and Ed Barry tabled this, however, the
weather finally co-operated in March and I was
THERE.
I was advised that the attendance for January and
February was disappointing, but we had a full
house for March. Not sure this was because of
the weather or because my cheery face was back?
I’ll let you decide.
So I will try and bring everyone up to date on all
of the meetings. both the January meeting and the
February meeting.

JANUARY 20th / February 17th –
EAST SIDE MARIO’s

CANADIAN MADE – CUSTOM FITTED
CAR COVERS FOR YOUR BABY
INDOOR OR OUTDOOR
CALL FOR A FITTING
4 Marconi Court Unit 6
Bolton, Ontario
Ask for Marsha or Angelo

MEETING
MINUTES January
20th,February 17th and
March 17th
We missed the meeting December due to
Christmas which I hope all of your got what you
wanted.
On first meeting for 2013 was January and
unfortunately the weather hasn’t been the greatest
and I didn’t make it. Cathy tabled the meeting
and brought everyone up to date at that point. I
didn’t get an email out to everyone on this
meeting, then February the weather wasn’t the

 Finalize Charity Donations – Jack
Vicente and Cathy Stephens are to be
congratulated and thanked for their hard
work and dedication in making the
following happen:
o $500.00 to be given to CTC “Jump
Start For Kids”
o $500.00 to be given to “Children’s
Wish Program”
o Food and money equaling $250.00
in cash and approximately 500 lbs
of food given to the “Mississauga
Food Bank”
o It was agreed that this will be our
charities for 2013
 Friday Night Cruise – Blaine advises that
he has been touch with Calloway
Investment Properties, however, until
Rona moves out and a new tenant moves
in they are unable to give us a definitive
answer. They have advised that as far as
they are concerned we are able to continue
as they have had no complaints or
problems with us. As of February 20th
they believe they will be able to give us an
answer no later than March 8th.
 2013 Quilt Raffle – This year as a change
the Club will be raffling off a CUSTOM
HAND MADE QUEEN SIZE BLANKET.
Dianne and Norm Nix have agreed to head

this effort and will be coordinating the
construction of this blanket. There will
be 2500 tickets printed at a $1.00 per
ticket or 3 for $2.00. Each member will
be given a block of tickets to either sell or
buy. This will be in support of the Club,
so all Members are EXPECTED to get
behind this effort.
 Stage West – Flyers are done and
approved. Blaine has signed on Steam
Whistle Brewery as one of the sponsors
for August 24th. Planning is proceeding
and updates will be made.
 Calendar Updates - We have about 50
calendars left and they will be probably
used for advertising and promo’s.
o It has been a very successful
program this year with an income
of about $1250.00. Blaine will
complete a review and let everyone
know.
o It is agreed that there will be a
modest increase this year.
o Blaine will mail out the new
agreements to all of last year’s
sponsors advising we need to get
started.
o Once again we are looking for new
cars.
We have extended an
invitation to Camaro Country
Members who would like to have
their cars featured.
 Skyway Jack’s – It was agreed that our
first breakfast cruise at our sponsors was a
success and we need to do it again when
the weather is better. Therefore Dave
Brown has agreed to arrange for a couple
of Sunday get together at Skyway Jacks in
2013.
 BBQ/Pot Luck Dinner/Christmas
Dinner - It has been decided that in 2013
we need to do more so we are going to
organize the following events:

o BBQ – Tony & Cathy are going to
make plans and advise
o Pot Luck Dinner – Carl & Lori
are going to take control of this
o Poker Run Dinner – Shane and
April are going to investigate
o Christmas Dinner & Dance –
Blaine and Pat are going to
organize, but are looking for
additional help – any suggestions
or assistance appreciated. Give Pat
a call 905-821-2965
 Webpage Update – As many will be now
aware that we have had a falling out with
our webpage designer and host. He has
been fired and the hosting company has
been terminated. Ed Barry, Pat and I have
met with a lady recommended to us by the
name of Dale Campbell of
www.donebydale.ca and have reviewed
our needs. She has been hired and we are
excited as she will be training us on
looking after the new webpage ourselves.
This not only gives us control, but will
save us money.
o We have purchased and paid for
the following domain names. This
ensures that we will have no future
problems with someone locking us
out of our sites. We will establish
a new site on the .com domain with
the other 2 names directed to
the .com site.
o
o
o

www.mississaugaclassiccarclub.org
www.mississaugaclassiccarclub.com
www.mississaugaclassiccarclub.ca

o We will be developing the new site
slowly as we must crawl before
walking. If ANYONE is interested
in learning, helping, monitoring
please contact Ed or I as we
welcome all the help we can get.
 Camaro Country – We are pleased to
have Camaro Country F-Body Group join
us on Friday nights. Mark Foster the Club
President joined us on March 17th and has

pledged their assistance on many fronts.
The main one at this point is getting our
webpage back up and running. Please
welcome them when you see them. Oh by
the way they do have a 10 car display at
MEGASPEED and if you attend please
drop by and say HI!
 CLUB MEMBERSHIP – Blaine
announced on March 17th that after
numerous requests for MEMBERSHIP to
be paid up – “That those members who
have not paid will be removed from the
Membership List.” Ed Barry has agreed to
review the list and contact those members
and confirm their decision. It has always
been a policy of the Club not to force
membership. To those that have decided
that being a party of the Mississauga
Classic Car Club is no longer for them we
wish them well and look forward to seeing
them at different events. We also hope
they continue to drop by on Friday nights
and visit with us.
 NEXT MEETING – Our April meeting
will be our last winter meeting as we start
the cruise nights on FRIDAY MAY 13th.
Please mark on your calendar and plan to
join us on SUNDAY APRIL 21st, 2012 at
EAST SIDE MARIO’s, Argentia Road at
1:30pm.
 NEW MEMBERS – Please welcome new
Club Members:
o David Irvine with his Rolls Royce.
We met Dave at last year’s Stage
West show.
o Dwayne Billings with his 1992
Pontiac Firebird GTA.
o Although not exactly a member in
the true sense, but we welcome
their participation and friendship
the CAMARO COUNTRY FBODY GROUP to our cruises and
meetings.

The story of

Canada’s first car
November 9, 2012, by Matt Bubbers
Mercedes-Benz says their founder, Karl Benz,
invented the car in 1886, but Canadian
watchmaker Henry Seth Taylor would disagree. In
1867, the year of confederation, he threw together
a four-wheeled 'Steam Buggy.' Meet Canada’s
first car.

The man who built the first Canadian car never
got the appreciation he deserved.
In fact, the 'Steam Buggy' that watchmaker Henry
Seth Taylor built in 1867 – two decades before
Karl Benz invented his Patent Motor Car – seems
to have been a bit of a local laughing stock in his
home of Stanstead, Quebec.
“Despite being dismissed and ridiculed for riding
around in what many considered ‘a large and
useless toy,’ he toured country fairs in the Eastern
Townships and New England, showing the
carriage to a skeptical public,” according to
research done by Sharon Babaian, the curator of
marine and land transport at the Canadian Science
and Technology Museum in Ottawa.

The Seth Taylor Steam Buggy is on display now
as part of an exhibit called In Search of the
Canadian Car.
Just like we do it today — almost
Looking closely at the Buggy, it’s obviously a
primitive machine, but the simplicity of the thing
is brilliant.
It’s surprisingly car-like, really. It has four wheels
– unlike Benz’s car, which had only three – made
of wood, with what looks like a thin strip of metal
bent around the edge in place of rubber tires. For
power it has a two-cylinder boiler mounted
behind the driver.
“Steam was generated in a vertical coal-fired
boiler… The boiler was connected by rubber
hoses to a six-gallon water tank located between
the front wheels,” Mark Kearney and Randy Ray
wrote in the book Whatever Happened To…?
There’s no steering wheel or pedals, just a series
of levers. The one in front of the driver looks
almost steering wheel-like, though — almost like
a tiller.
“Forward and reverse movements were controlled
by a lever, and a vertical crank connected to the
wheels was used for steering,” Kearney and Ray
write. It had a top speed of roughly 24 km/h.
I wonder if Seth Taylor would recognize a modern
car as descended from his Steam Buggy? I
imagine he probably would: four wheels with
seats in the middle, steered via hand controls. The
template is there, for sure.
Built with the help of a blacksmith
“Influenced, no doubt, by the rise of industry and
railways in 19th century Canada, he seemed to be
fascinated with things mechanical and constructed
all kinds of devices for the sheer pleasure of
building something new and innovative. His
steam carriage was one of many machines he
made in his spare time,” according to Babaian’s
research.
“He designed and built the steam carriage
between 1865 and 1867 with the help of a skilled
blacksmith, Joseph Mosher, who forged some of
the metal parts.”
A Montreal Gazette article from Jan 18, 1986
notes that, “Taylor demonstrated his steamer at
the Stanstead Fair that year [1867] and although it
broke down in the middle of the demo run, it

puffed around flawlessly at the fair the following
year.”
How'd it get to the museum?
What remained of the Buggy was found in a barn
in the early '60s by a woman named Gertrude
Sowden of Stanstead. She recognized the machine
as something of value, but no museum would take
it, Kearney and Ray write.
She sold it to an American collector, Richard
Stewart, who restored it to running condition —
with one minor change, which we’ll get to in a
moment. In 1983 the Canadian Science and
Technology Museum in Ottawa purchased it,
returning it to Canadian soil.
But why did Taylor ditch this incredible invention
in a barn and leave it to rot? Did the ridicule of
the townspeople finally get to him? It more likely
had to do with the Buggy's one rather serious
design flaw.
The story goes that one day, Taylor was out for a
drive, heading down a hill when he lost control.
Seeing as the Buggy had no brakes, Taylor was
lucky to escape the incident. The Buggy ended up
on its side with its wheels smashed. When Stewart
restored the Buggy, brakes were the one thing he
added.
In their book, Kearney and Ray quote Garth
Wilson, then curator of transportation at the SciTech Museum, as saying, “Looking at the vehicle,
one sees the origins of the automobile, even
though it predates the blossoming of the auto
industry by forty years. It is absolutely significant
in that it is the first Canadian-made auto and, as
such, represents Canada’s entry into the world of
automobiles.”

Phone numbers:
416-473-3836 (Cell)

905-332-5304 (Personal)

2199 Hunt Crescent
Burlington, Ontario, L7M 3E2
Canada

About 5 minutes pass and finally the mother says,
"Is there something wrong out there doctor?"
The doctor replies, "No, not really, it's just that the
last time anything like this happened, a star
appeared in the east and 3 wise men came over
the hill. And there's no way I'm going to miss it
this time!!!!"

SARCASM AT IT'S BEST
A woman takes her 16-year-old daughter to the
doctor.
The doctor says "Okay, Mrs. Jones, what's the
problem?"
The mother says, "It's my daughter, Debbie. She
keeps getting these cravings. She's putting on
weight, and is sick most mornings."
The doctor gives Debbie a good examination, then
turns to the mother and says, - "Well, I don't know
how to tell you this, but your daughter is
pregnant - about 4 months, would be my guess."
The mother says, "Pregnant?! She can't be. She
has never ever been with a man! Have you
Debbie?"
Debbie says, "No mother! I've never even kissed a
man, I'm still a virgin!"
The doctor walked over to the window and just
stood there staring out of it.

The Southside
Winternationals

Chicago - City of Big Shoulders. Hog Butcher to
the World.
Home of
the Indoor
Drags?
The Windy
C i t y
occupies a
special
niche in
drag racing history. Home base to the Granatelli
Brothers, Chris "The Greek" Karamesines, Arnie
"The Farmer" Beswick, Don Schumacher and the
Ramchargers of Mr. Norm's Grand-Spaulding
Dodge, Chicago bows to no city when it comes to
the hot
r o d

obsession. But let's face it: Chicago gets cold.
Holy freakin' Ditka, it gets cold. When those
razorblade February winds blow in from Iowa,
and the asphalt strips of US30 and Union Grove
a n d
Byron are
covered
in five
f o o t
drifts,
even the
hardiest
ChiTown street racers know it's hibernation
season.
Back in '62, though, a dedicated group of
Chicagolanders found a way to keep the rubber
burning between November and spring pothole
patching. Instead of going outside to the strip,
they brought the strip inside. The announcement
came in a press release from USAC, trumpeting it
as the "first INDOOR DRAG RACES ever held,
anywhere" on Sunday, December 30, featuring
"the fastest drag racing machines in the
MIDWEST AREA."

The venue: the venerable International
Amphitheater at 42nd and Halsted, amid the

Southside projects and just a stone's throw from
the old Chicago Stockyards where all that famous
hog butchering was done. Originally built as a
livestock exhibition building in 1934, the
cavernous Amphitheater saw its share of bad
craziness before it was demolished in 1999;
professional wrasslin', Roller Derby, the Beatles.
In '68 it played host to the Democratic National
Convention that spurred three days of bloody
antiwar riots. But nothing like the mayhem of the
midwinter
drags
USAC's
p r e s s
release
outlined the
dimensions:
a 440 foot
track, lanes
60 feet
wide, steel
guardrails, a 660 foot shutdown area. What it
failed to mention was that the shutdown lane was
beyond a pair of pinned-open gym doors, and the
low traction surface meant plenty of puckered
butts as

competitors struggled to keep their cars straight
through them. Hundreds of cars entered that first
'62 meet, with Richard Myracle of Melrose Park
recording best ET of 5.68 in his U/SA '62

Plymouth. Richard Stroening of Wheaton took top
speed of 76.26 in a '58 Pontiac.
The next Chicago Indoor Drags took place on
January 5, 1964, attracting top area racers like the
aforementioned Arnie Beswick and Mr. Norm,
who pushed 100 mph in between the
Amphitheater's concrete pylons. Unfortunately it
would also be the last. Was it because of
insurance? Chicago mobsters? Nobody seems to
know, but a few photos remain to chronicle the
crazy. Enjoy.
-----------------------------

A
Lesson
Irony.

in

The Food Stamp Program, administered by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture, is proud to be
distributing this year the greatest amount of free
Meals and Food Stamps ever, to 46 million
people.
Meanwhile, the National Park Service,
administered by the U.S. Department of the
Interior, asks us "Please Do Not Feed the
Animals." Their stated reason for the policy is
because "The animals will grow dependent on
handouts and will not learn to take care of
themselves."
Thus ends today's lesson in irony...

Some Landmarks
Survive

These pictures of old gas stations have been
circulating for a couple of years and they are
extremely interesting to look at. Many look
exactly like ones we have all stopped at and had
our windshield cleaned, oil checked and tanks
filled.
Many even employed or were owned by trusted
mechanics that serviced our cars from the date
purchased until sold.
The one pictured above was a going concern in
Cucamonga, California (just outside Ontario, Cal
about 1 hour north of San Diego). A very good
friend of mine Cliff Nehman grew up here and
tells me this station still stands today. Although
no longer servicing customers or pumping cheap
gas it has become a landmark.

SOMETIMERS
EXPLAINED
Turns out, doors themselves are to blame for these
strange memory lapses.
Psychologists at the University of Notre Dame
have discovered that passing through a doorway
triggers what's known as an event boundary in the
mind, separating one set of thoughts and
memories from the next. Your brain files away the
thoughts you had in the previous room and
prepares a blank slate for the new locale.
It's not aging, it's the door!

HAVE YOU VISITED US YET
NEW HOME NEW LOOK
CHRISTMAS IS COMING SHOP
EARLY AND SURPRISE THE GEAR
HEAD IN YOUR LIFE
87 ADVANCE ROAD
ETOBICOKE, ONTARIO
416-259-3678
North of The Queensway

A Little
Poem

I have a little Sat-Nav
It sits there in my car
A Sat-Nav is a driver's friend
It tells you where you are
I have a little Sat-Nav
I've had it all my life
It’s better than the normal ones
My Sat-Nav is my wife
It gives me full instructions
Especially how to drive
"It's thirty miles an hour", it says
"You're doing thirty five"
It tells me when to stop and start
And when to use the brake
And tells me that it's never ever
Safe to overtake
It tells me when a light is red
And when it goes to green
It seems to know instinctively
Just when to intervene
It lists the vehicles just in front
And all those to the rear
And taking this into account
It specifies my gear.
I'm sure no other driver
Has so helpful a device
For when we leave and lock the car
It still gives its advice
It fills me up with counseling
Each journey's pretty fraught
So why don't I exchange it
And get a quieter sort?
Ah well, you see, it cleans the house,
Makes sure I'm properly fed,
It washes all my shirts and things
And - keeps me warm in bed!
Despite all these advantages
And my tendency to scoff,
I do wish that once in a while
I could turn the damned thing off

ANSWERS:
01.The Lone Ranger left behind a silver bullet.
02. The Ed Sullivan Show
03. On Route 66
04.To protect the innocent.
05.The Lion Sleeps Tonight
06.The limbo
07. Chocolate
08. Louis Armstrong
09. The Timex watch
10. Freddy, The Freeloader and 'Good Night and
God Bless.'
11. Draft cards (Bras were also burned. Not flags,
as some have guessed)
12. Beetle or Bug
13. Buddy Holly
14. Sputnik
15. Hoola-hoop
16. LuckyStrike/Means Fine Tobacco
17.Howdy Doody Time
18.Shadow
19.Monster Mash
20. Speedy

