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ON SALE NOW THE NEW 2014 CALENDAR 

This is our best effort yet and looks fantastic 

A GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR THAT CAR LOVER IN YOUR FAMILY 

FOR ONLY $10.00 each 

Available at selected locations  

Mississauga Engines, Hot Night Hot Rods 

or by calling 

Blaine Shaw – 905-821-2965 

Ed Barry – 647-221-9645 
All proceeds to support the Mississauga Classic Car Club 

 

 



 
 

A NEW YEAR – 

NEW RANTS 

FROM ABOVE 
Well another year has sped by leaving us wonder 

who was that “Masked Month”!   

It seems that the older we get the faster 365 days 

go by, and we are left wondering, what have we 

accomplished? 

It makes me laugh when I hear “I am retired and 

I am busier now than when I worked!”.  It is true 

and I have lamented the same statement many 

times.  All I can say is you learn the first rule of 

retirement “Put off until tomorrow what you 

could have done today!”, and I now live by these 

words. 

2013 was a busy year for the MCCC with the 

planning for our 2
nd

 Annual Stage West show 

that was cancelled for political reasons by Stage 

West, attempting to have more Friday night 

cruises hosted, despite the weird rainy weather, 

trying to attend more weekend shows, and 

hosting an appreciation BBQ, and let’s not forget 

Sunday prayer meetings and breakfast at Skyway 

Jacks.  To meeting with Mississauga City Hall 

Councilor Ron Starr and starting the planning for 

a Car Show & Shine in 2014.  We were also in 

discussions with Steam Whistle Brewery on the 

possibility of a show at the Roundhouse.  What 

is the old saying “It never rains, but it pours!”, 

well we seem to be in it. 

This really places the MCCC in a new realm 

within the city of Mississauga.  2014 is definitely 

going to be a challenging year.  Sunday July 6
th

 

our 1
st
 Annual CLASSICS ON THE SQUARE 

with our host Ron Starr.  The return of our 

Friday night cruises that everyone is now talking 

about, hopefully with another BBQ, meetings 

with Skyway Jacks.  Not to mention trying to get 

to a few more shows this year.  And anything 

else that pops up. 

I realize that as the leader on this motley crew I 

continually keep putting us in harm’s way.  Let 

me say I am proud of you as you always rise to 

the challenge and make this Club look absolutely 

awesome.  So I have great faith that 2014 will be 

an exciting year again. 
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CLASSICs on the SQUARE 

UPDATE 
  

IMPORTANT 

==CLUB MEETING == IMPORTANT 
 

THIS IS A MUST MEETING FOR 

ALL MEMBERS 
A SPECIAL MEETING HAS BEEN 

SCHEDULE TO INTRODUCE 

EVERYONE TO  
"CELEBRATION SQUARE" 

 
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 23rd, 2014 

12 noon to 3 pm 
Mississauga Library Glass Rotunda 

Meeting Room 
300 City Centre Drive, Mississauga, 

Ontario 
A LIGHT LUNCH WILL BE SERVED 

A $2.00/person FEE WILL BE 
COLLECTED TO OFFSET ROOM FEES 

1. This is a MUST meeting for all 
MEMBERS 

2. To those Members that have not paid 
their 2014 DUES please do so at the 
meeting to CARL WALL 

3. IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT YOU 
RSVP THIS EMAIL TO 
ACKNOWLEDGE YOU ARE 
ATTENDING AS LUNCH IS BEING 
ORDERED 

4. AGENDA FOR MEETING: 
1. Introduction of our 

HOST/PARTNER for Classics 
on the Square - Mr. Ron Starr 
(if Mr. Starr's schedule 
permits) 

2. An update on all proceedings 
on Classics on the Square 

1. Permits filed 
2. Discussions with 

potential sponsors ( A & 
W - Dairy Queen - 
Molson’s) 

3. Live Music discussions  

4. The requirement for 
bodies to head up the 
following: 

1. Parking Control 
2. Registration 

Table 
3. Vendor 

Control/Placeme
nt 

4. Security Control - 
Carl Wall 

5. 50/50 and other 
pocket picking 
programs 

6. Trophy Judging 
7.  

1. Handout of the official flyer 

2. Updates on Friday night 
cruise: 

1. Permits 
2. Bodies to operate 
3. Door Prizes 
4. Do we want a THANK 

YOU BBQ one night 
5. Skyway Jack's 

Sunday morning/ 
prayer 
meeting/breakfast 

 
 

 



50th and 100th 

ANNIVERSARY 

for the HEMI and 

THE DODGE 

BOYS 
This year is a milestone for us MOPAR fellows.  

This year is the 50
th

 anniversary of the most 

feared big block to hit the high banks and streets.  

This year Chrysler released the 426 HEMI into 

the NASCAR ranks and the RAMCHARGERS 

took it to the drag races and watch FORD and 

CHEVY quake and run.  You could walk into a 

dealership and buy a car with a 426 drive straight 

to the track and bring home trophies all for about 

$1,000.00 over the base price of the car.   Of 

course there was no warranty. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Then 100 years ago a pair of brothers known as 

Horace and John start a legacy to become 

today’s MOPARS. 

 

 
 

Did you know that all early FORDS had Dodge 

Brother engines in them?  Much like today many 

have Chevy engines in them. 

 

 

Phone numbers:  

416-473-3836 (Cell) 

905-332-5304 (Personal) 

2199 Hunt Crescent 

Burlington, Ontario, L7M 3E2 

Canada 
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Tom Hoover, 

“Godfather of the 

Hemi,” to appear at 

MATS 
Kurt Ernst at 8:58 am | 1 comment  

 
Tom Hoover in 2006. Photo by George Mattar. 

In April 1963, Tom Hoover’s engineering team 

was given an edict from Chrysler president Lynn 

Townsend: build an engine capable of winning 

the 1964 Daytona 500. The net result was the 

legendary 426 Hemi V-8, an engine that proved 

dominant in both NASCAR and NHRA 

competition, and for his involvement in the 

project, Hoover earned the nickname “Godfather 

of the Hemi.” This April, Hoover will be 

honored for his role in Chrysler’s motorsport 

history at Mopars at the Speedway (MATS), a 

three-day celebration of speed held at the Las 

Vegas Motor Speedway. 

Hoover was as adept at driving and wrenching 

on cars as he was at designing their components. 

As a founding member of the Ramchargers drag 

racing team (initially, a loosely organized group 

of seven friends drawn together by a common 

interest in drag racing), Hoover understood what 

it took to get a car through the quarter mile in the 

quickest time possible. He also had the rare 

ability to apply this knowledge to other forms of 

motorsport, and recognized that the Max Wedge 

V-8, though quick at the drag strip, would never 

be the right answer for NASCAR superiority. 

In his words, “The Wedge head was located 

outboard of the cylinder bores, which tended to 

shroud the valves. So, although we had a port 

area and a good valve size, they simply didn’t 

flow the air that the Chevrolets and Pontiacs 

did.” The solution that Hoover and his team 

devised lay in a design that Chrysler had used 

from 1951 to 1958: the hemispherical cylinder 

head. As Hoover explained it, “For high output 

and high air-flow configuration we knew the 

most about, and had the most confidence in, the 

Hemi.” 

 
Hoover with the 426-cu.in. Max Wedge V-8. 

Photo courtesy Tom Hoover. 

Working on a compressed time frame, Hoover 

and his team developed the 426-cu.in. Hemi V-8 

in time for the 1964 running of the Daytona 500, 

and the engine powered Chrysler products to a 
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one-two-three finish in the race, further claiming 

four of the race’s top five spots. The Hemi V-8 

soon proved dominant in NHRA and AHRA 

competition, and it didn’t take long for 

sanctioning bodies to begin imposing weight 

penalties on 426 Hemi-powered cars. Thanks to 

complaints from teams powered by Ford or GM 

engines, NASCAR went a step further, banning 

the engine for the 1965 season on the grounds 

that it wasn’t truly a “production” engine, as it 

wasn’t available in Chrysler retail showrooms. 

Fans voiced their displeasure with NASCAR at 

Chrysler’s sudden departure from stock car 

racing, and the 1966 model year introduction of 

the 426 “Street Hemi” made the organization’s 

argument against the Hemi moot. For the 1966 

season, Chrysler Hemi engines once again 

returned to NASCAR racing. 

Hoover’s experience with the Ramchargers 

(formed with Wayne Erickson, Dick Maxwell, 

Don Moore, Herman Mozer, Bill Roger and Jim 

Thornton) would help guide him in his role as 

the head of Chrysler’s Hemi racing program, but 

even he never expected the engine to achieve its 

near-mythical (and hence, fantastically 

expensive) status. In a December 2006 interview 

with Hemmings Muscle Machines, Hoover 

admitted that, “Of course we knew it was a great 

engine, but I never could have predicted what 

they are selling for today. I only wish I had 10 or 

20 of them in my garage.” 

As the name implies, MATS centers on 

Chrysler-powered vehicles, with a focus on drag 

racing. This year’s event, which honors the 50th 

anniversary of the 426 Hemi V-8 and the 100th 

anniversary of the Dodge brand, is scheduled for 

April 11-13, and additional details can be found 

at MATSLV.com. 

-  

 
 

 

49 Fima Cres,  
Etobicoke, ONTARIO M8W 3R1 

416-259-4600 
Robb Barnes 

Your C&C specialist, ceramic coatings, heat treat 
coating and more 

 

 

http://www.hemmings.com/mus/stories/2006/12/01/hmn_feature11.html
http://blog.hemmings.com/index.php/2014/01/10/mopar-celebrates-50-years-of-the-426-hemi-engine/
http://blog.hemmings.com/index.php/2014/01/10/mopar-celebrates-50-years-of-the-426-hemi-engine/
http://matslv.com/2007/home.shtml


 
 

A wife says to her 
husband, "You're always 
pushing me around and 
talking behind my back." 
He says, "What do you 

expect? You're in a wheel 
chair." 

 

 

CANADIAN MADE – CUSTOM 

FITTED CAR COVERS FOR YOUR 

BABY 

INDOOR OR OUTDOOR 

CALL FOR A FITTING 

4 Marconi Court Unit 6 

Bolton, Ontario 

Ask for Marsha or Angelo 

 

 
87 Advance Road, Etobicoke, Ontario 

416-259-9656 

Your Canadian After Market Speed Specialists 

 

 



Racing Heroes – 

Richard Petty 
As we get ready for another season of NASCAR 

I thought a story from Hemmings Motor News 

on one of the great drivers would be an 

awesome start.  Pat and I have been PETTY 

fans since the 70’s through thick and thin and 

still today follow 43 and 9, but the story of the 

PETTY’s and their history still fascinates me. 

Kurt Ernst May 14th, 2013 

 

Richard Petty in 2012. Image courtesy of 

Richard Petty Motorsports. 

When it comes to National Association for Stock 

Car Auto Racing (NASCAR) history, no driver 

has ever won more races, more Daytona 500s or 

more series titles than Richard Lee Petty. Born in 

1937 in Level Cross, North Carolina, driving for 

a living was more or less preordained; his father, 

truck driver and racer Lee Petty, took victory in 

the very first Daytona 500 and later became a 

three-time NASCAR series champion. 

Richard Petty’s father was fine with the idea of 

his eldest son working as part of the pit crew 

from an early age, but he strictly forbade Richard 

from racing until his 21st birthday. Sixteen days 

after reaching that milestone in 1958, Richard 

Petty climbed behind the wheel of a race car in 

competition for the very first time. The car was a 

tired 1957 Oldsmobile convertible, and the race 

was a 200-lap event run on a half-mile dirt track 

in Columbia, South Carolina. In his debut outing, 

Petty qualified 15th and finished the race in sixth 

place. 

Less than a week later, Petty found himself in his 

first Cup Series race, at a paved oval in Toronto, 

Ontario, Canada. Petty’s father took the win, but 

Richard completed just 55 laps before being 

taken out in an accident; given the race’s limited 

field, he was still credited with a 17th place 

finish. No professional series in the world today 

would allow a rookie driver to compete with just 

a single race’s worth of experience, but times 

were different then and a familiar family name 

overcame many obstacles. 

The rest of Petty’s 1958 season, in which he ran 

a total of 12 events (three in the NASCAR 

Convertible Series and nine in the NASCAR 

Cup Series), produced similar results. Though he 

failed to win any races that year, Petty did 

manage two top-five and three top-10 finishes in 

Convertible competition, while delivering just 

one top-10 in the Cup Series. His rookie year 

earnings totaled just $1,410, but things would 

soon look up for the young driver. 

In 1959, Petty ran 12 of 15 Convertible races, 

putting up one win, six top-five and seven top-10 

finishes, ending the season fourth in points. His 

performance in the Cup Series was equally 

impressive; running just 21 of 44 possible 

events, Petty delivered six top-five finishes and 

nine top-10 finishes, ending the season seventh 

in points and earning “Rookie of the Year” 

honors in the process. 

In 1960, Petty’s attention shifted to the Cup 

Series exclusively, and his string of wins began. 

Putting up three wins, 16 top-five finishes, 30 

top-10 finishes, two pole positions and 447 laps 

led, Petty had progressed from an average driver 

to the driver to beat in just his first full season of 

racing. Though he failed to take the Cup Series 

championship in 1960 (thanks to a 

disqualification for an illegal pit entry at the 

World 600), he managed a respectable second 

place in the points. 

Generally speaking, Petty’s stock continued to 

climb through the 1960s, with many biographers 

calling 1963 Petty’s “breakout year.” He scored 

a total of 14 wins that season, demonstrating his 

ability to race on short ovals and road courses 

alike, although the Petty Enterprises Plymouths 

were at a disadvantage on the superspeedways. 

That would change in 1964, with the 

introduction of the 426-cu.in. Hemi V-8 engine. 

http://blog.hemmings.com/index.php/2013/05/14/racing-heroes-richard-petty/
http://blog.hemmings.com/index.php/2013/05/14/racing-heroes-richard-petty/
http://blog.hemmings.com/index.php/author/kurt/
http://www.richardpettymotorsports.com/
http://www.racing-reference.info/driver/pettyri01


 
At the 1964 Daytona 500, the Hemi-equipped 

Petty Plymouths ran 20 MPH faster in qualifying 

than they had the year before. The advantage of 

the new engine was immediately obvious, and 

Hemi-powered Plymouths crossed the line in 

first, second and third positions at Daytona. 

Despite the fact that the 1964 schedule included 

some 62 races, Petty ran in all but one, and 

wrapped up the Cup Series championship at the 

World 600 in late May. By the time the 1964 

season ended, Petty had amassed some 5,000 

points more than the second-place finisher. 

That kind of dominance doesn’t go unnoticed, 

and rival teams were quick to point out that the 

Hemi V-8 was not available in Chrysler 

showrooms. Yielding to pressure, NASCAR 

banned the Chrysler Hemi V-8 in the 1965 

season, prompting both Chrysler and Petty 

Enterprises to withdraw from NASCAR racing. 

The move didn’t last long, as fans and track 

owners alike petitioned NASCAR to let Petty, 

and the Hemi V-8 back into the sport. Running 

just 14 Cup Series races in 1965, Petty still 

managed to put up four wins, 10 top-five finishes 

and seven pole positions. 

The year was marked by tragedy for Petty as 

well. During his hiatus from stock car racing, 

Petty took up drag racing a Plymouth Barracuda 

named “Outlawed;” though he won the bulk of 

the races entered, a crash at a Georgia dragstrip 

killed a six-year-old boy and injured seven other 

spectators. 

In 1966, Petty became the first driver to win the 

Daytona 500 twice, and in 1967 went on to win 

27 of the season’s 48 races. Ten of those wins 

came back to back, and Petty easily won his 

second NASCAR championship. In the process, 

he picked up a nickname that would stay with 

him for the rest of his driving career: King 

Richard. 

(By the way, it’s always Richard Petty, never 

Dick Petty.) 

Though Petty is most closely associated with 

Chrysler products, he switched to running a Ford 

Torino for the 1969 season when Chrysler 

refused to allow Petty Enterprises to run the 

aerodynamically superior Dodge Daytona. The 

introduction of the Plymouth Superbird lured 

Petty back to Plymouth in 1970, though he’d 

manage to finish just fourth in the points that 

season. 

For the 1971 season, Petty Enterprises switched 

to campaigning the Plymouth Road Runner, and 

Petty himself racked up his third Daytona 500 

win and his fourth Cup Series championship, 

surpassing $1 million in career earnings in the 

process. Bad news came at the end of the season, 

however, as Chrysler announced it was ending 

direct funding of motorsports, leaving Petty 

Enterprises scrambling to find new sources of 

funding. 

Andy Granatelli, president of lubricant supplier 

STP, had been looking for a way into the 

NASCAR series, which had an exclusive 

arrangement with Pure Oil. A deal with Petty 

Enterprises seemed like a great fit for all parties 

involved, but the devil is in the details; when 

Granatelli informed Petty that sponsorship would 

require a new Day-Glo Red livery, instead of the 

traditional Petty Blue, the story goes that Petty 

simply walked away from the table, turning his 

back on $250,000 worth of sponsorship money. 

The following morning, a compromise was 

struck: Petty Enterprises cars would now carry a 

livery that blended Petty Blue with STP’s Day-

Glo Red, and for fans who came of age in the 

1970s, this is the color scheme that immediately 

comes to mind when the name Richard Petty is 

mentioned. 
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During the 1970s, Petty would take a total of five 

Cup Series championships, winning a total of 89 

races throughout the decade. Not all years were 

memorable, however, as 1978 saw Petty’s first 

winless season since his rookie debut in 1959. 

Soon, his winless stretch would grow to 45 races, 

but a 1979 Daytona Victory (Petty’s sixth 

Daytona win) seemed to end his bad luck streak. 

Perhaps the race was momentum-building, as 

Petty ended the decade with his seventh (and 

final) Cup Championship. That season also saw 

the debut of Richard Petty’s son, Kyle, in 

NASCAR Cup Series competition. 

Though Petty still won races in the 1980s 

(including his seventh and final Daytona 500 

win, in 1981), he no longer dominated the sport 

he had once defined. Even switching cars, from a 

Dodge Mirada to a Buick Regal to a Pontiac 

Grand Prix, failed to produce the consistent 

results Petty was used to. Adding to the 

distraction, a disagreement between Petty and 

Petty Enterprises saw him jump ship in the 1984 

season, when he drove for Mike Curb but posted 

only two wins. 

By the dawn of the 1990s, Petty knew his driving 

career had all but come to a close. Following 

winless seasons in 1990 and 1991, Petty 

announced that he’d retire at the end of the 1992 

season. Though he qualified for every race in 

1992, he scored no top-10 finishes and grabbed 

no starts from the pole. As the season was as 

much about recognizing his loyal fans as it was 

about racing, these details were all but moot. 

Though Petty would go on to drive the 

occasional pace lap or tire test, his primary role 

transitioned to that of team owner, followed by 

stints in broadcasting, voice-over work and 

promotional marketing. Though it’s been 

decades since Petty turned a wheel in anger, he 

remains one of NASCAR’s best recognized 

celebrities to this day. 

 

Signing autographs in 2012. 

While it’s nearly impossible to recap a career 

that spanned some five decades, Petty’s 

achievements speak for themselves. Though 

Dale Earnhardt Sr. matched Petty’s seven career 

NASCAR Cup championships, no other driver 

has tied Petty’s 200 career wins, 27 victories in a 

single season and seven Daytona 500 wins. 

Detractors will point out that the bulk of Petty’s 

wins came at a time when dominance of the sport 

was easier than it is today, but his fans won’t 

likely be swayed. When it comes to stock car 

racing, there is only one King. 

 

 
HA HA TAKE THAT YOU FORD GUYS 



 

 
4 Melanie Drive, Unit 20,  

Brampton, Ontario L6T 4L1 
905-791-0794 

Accredited Test and Repair Facility, Complete Mechanical 
Repairs 

 

 

Who really 

designed the 1954 

Plymouth 

Belmont? 

 

Images by Bill Robinson, courtesy Dave 

Langstone. 

In the recent article on the 1954 Plymouth 

Belmont concept car, many people expressed 

doubt that Virgil Exner actually penned the 

Belmont’s lines, despite the fact that Exner had 

taken credit for the car for many years. Indeed, it 

would be a stretch to say that the Belmont uses 

any of Exner’s love-it-or-hate-it design language, 

but that’s the way design studios worked at that 

time – the head of the studio would more often 

than not take credit for the work that the 

designers who worked under him produced, no 

matter how many brushstrokes he applied to the 

work. 

Still, the truth eventually makes its way out, and 

we have reader Dave Langstone and author Peter 

Grist to thank for setting the record straight here. 

Grist, author of Virgil Exner, Visioneer, pointed 

out in his 2007 biography of the designer that 

Bill Robinson, a designer with Briggs 

Manufacturing, actually designed the Belmont 

and that he later let Exner take credit for the 

design. Langstone pointed that out to us too, and 

took it a step further, not only by providing 

photos of Robinson’s sketches for the Belmont, 

which he donated to the Walter P. Chrysler 

Museum last year, but also by putting us in touch 

with Robinson. 

Robinson said that Chrysler’s K.T. Keller did 

indeed want a Corvette competitor and that he 

instructed Al Prance at Briggs to begin work on 

one. Prance turned to Robinson, who had been 

with Briggs as a designer for about five years at 

that time. “At first, I was thinking they wanted a 

real concept car, so I had drawings with fins and 

that nature,” Robinson said. “But as the project 

progressed, I figured that they were looking 

more for a true sports car than a concept car, so I 

grew more conservative in my designs.” 
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According to Robinson, he wasn’t much of a fan 

of sports cars at the time, so he didn’t take 

inspiration from any particular car. In addition, 

he had a few design limitations around using 

production pieces – specifically the chassis and 

bumpers – so he said he instead wanted to 

experiment with new forms and shapes in his 

design. “I was most concerned with getting rid of 

the outboard headlamps,” he said. “The body 

shapes trail off from outboard headlamps, so I 

figured that if I moved them inboard, I could try 

out different side contours.” 

That effort shows in at least a few of the design 

sketches that Robinson provided to the museum, 

in particular the two-tone copper-over-gold 

sketch and the pair of sketches with the 

iridescent blue paint that rather closely matches 

the color the Belmont originally wore. 

 

Of course, a number of changes took place 

between sketch and final product. “Any time you 

see a concept drawing that looks just like the 

real-life car, you know it’s a fraud and was done 

after the fact,” Robinson said. The most 

significant change that took place was, of course, 

his superiors’ insistence that the headlamps be 

moved back to an outboard position, thus 

scrubbing most of the impact Robinson aimed 

for. Robinson said he also didn’t much like 

having to change his design to raise the hood a 

couple of inches for engine clearance. “The hood 

and the deck lid had the same contour until 

then,” he said. “Fortunately, Walt Brocker, who 

worked with me on the full-size drawing, kept as 

much of the existing form as he could when he 

added the hood scoop.” 

Sometime during or shortly after the completion 

of the Belmont, Chrysler purchased Briggs and 

Robinson transferred to Chrysler’s styling 

department. He said he wasn’t too pleased with 

the result (“Those gun sight headlamps were the 

only real way to make it distinctive.”), so when 

Exner approached him and asked to take credit 

for the Belmont, Robinson was more than happy 

to let him do so. “I felt good that Exner thought 

enough of it to want to take credit for it,” he said. 

Over the years, he remained silent on the issue 

because “I always felt the owner could get more 

for it as an Exner car than as a Robinson car.” 

Robinson stayed with Chrysler until 1980 and 

followed his career there by teaching automotive 

and transportation design at the Center for 

Creative Studies in Detroit. 
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