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DON’T FORGET 
THE QUILT 

SALES 
 

We have made a few inquires on how ticket sales are 

going on this years fund raising effort.  It seems that 

some are striving to sell, sell, sell, while others are 

lagging, lagging, lagging. 

Remember what I told you all “AS FAR AS I AM 

CONCERNED THE TICKETS IN YOUR 

POSSESSION ARE SOLD!”.   

I realize it isn’t as exciting as the TOOL BOX to us 

redneck wrench twisters, but it isn’t as hard to 

transport for display either.  It also shows that the Club 

is more than just for men our wives are equally 

important. 

So let’s get behind this and shove it over the top.  With 

a great effort we just might be able to pay for a 

Christmas Dinner for everyone. 

 

 

A MESSAGE 

FROM ABOVE 

 
I have one of these and we use it every so often, but 

the one on the dash argues with my wife (the driver) 

and then we get lost.   

 

WONDERFUL and SO TRUE !! 

Every couple will love this poem! 

 

I have a little GPS 

I've had it all my life 

It’s better than the normal ones 

My GPS is my wife 

 

It gives me full instructions 

Especially on how to drive 

"It's thirty miles an hour", it says 

"You're doing thirty five". 

 

It tells me when to stop and start 

And when to use the brakes 

And tells me that it's never ever 

Safe to overtake 

 

It tells me when a light is red 

And when it goes to green 

It seems to know instinctively 

Just when to intervene 

 

It lists the vehicles just in front 

And all those to the rear 

And taking this into account 

It specifies my gear. 

 

I'm sure no other driver 

Has so helpful a device 

For when we leave and lock the car 

It still gives its advice 

 

It fills me up with counseling 

Each journey's pretty fraught 

So why don't I exchange it 

And get a quieter sort? 

 

Ah well, you see, it cleans the house, 

Makes sure I'm properly fed, 

It washes all my shirts and things 

And - keeps me warm in bed! 

 

Despite all these advantages 

And my tendency to scoff, 

I do wish that once in a while 

I could turn the damned thing off. 

 

As many of you know Pat & I celebrated our 40
th

 

wedding anniversary on June 30
th

 and I want to 

express my thanks to all the well wishes we received 

from our car club friends and friends.  It is very true 

that Pat has let me live this long without major injury 

being served upon my body, oh don’t get me wrong 

she just does enough to remind me who the real  boss 

is. 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT 

CRUISE A 

SUCCESS 
 

We are off and running and even though the weather 

has thrown more than a few curves we are having 

another successful season. 

The nights we haven’t been rained out (I’m told that 

from May 17
th

 to July 15
th

 we have had 4 or 5 actual 

good nights) we are averaging 75 to 100 guests with a 

wide range of cars.  Of course many old friends are 

back and we are being visited by many new ones.   

Our Food Drive was delayed, but when we finally got 

it in everyone was extremely generous with both food 

stuffs and Twoonies.  Thanks to everyone who has 

donated and we will be back to pick more. 

We need to send out a special thanks again to our 

SPONSORS: 

Mississauga Engines Inc 

Performance Improvements 

A & D Performance 

East Side Mario’s 

Gallivanting Gallery 

Surf City Garage 

Sandra Hunter 

Parts Source 

Remax Real-estate 

Stage West Hotels 

 

THE PINK SLIP CLUB has donated custom made 

trophies made by Wayne Knight that we are presenting 

to the best in show CHEVY, FORD, MOPAR, and 

IMPORT picked by us on the first Friday of each 

month.  

Even though we didn’t get to hand out the CHEVY 

(GM) until almost into July, because of rain delays, we 

finally got to award Mohammed and Jamal Salam their 

award for an awesome full length CADDY.  The 

custom made trophy with a picture of the car was one 

everyone is impressed and excited with 



 
Mr Salam beautiful 59 Caddy or Land Yacht 

 
Our GM (Chevy) trophy winner for June Mohammed and Jamal 

Salam and Tracy Knight of The Pink Slip Club 

 

Then July Ford night was again delayed, but was 

finally given out to a beautiful 57 Thunderbird 

 

 
Nat Santamaria - Santamaria Designs Inc. – with his beautiful 57 

Thunderbird 

 

Nat was not available at our last show to received his 

trophy.  Hopefully he will be out soon or we will have 

it delivered. 

Hang with us gang we will get’er done even if we have 

to be here until December. 

. 

 
 

 
Phone numbers:  

416-473-3836 (Cell) 

905-332-5304 (Personal) 

2199 Hunt Crescent 

Burlington, Ontario, L7M 3E2 

Canada 

 

AUGUST 24
th
 

SHOW 
 

As everyone is aware by now Ramada Plaza Stage 

West Hotel has cancelled our show.   The reasoning 

used was that only 4 cars had pre-registered for the 

event and were staying overnight. 

Despite our constant assurances, both in 2012 and 

2013 that we car guys do plan ahead, but only commit 



at the last minute and if the weather is perfect.  In 2012 

a month prior to the show we only had about 10, but 

when the show was over we had about 20 overnighters 

and 125 or so at the dinner dance. 

I am reasonably certain that this was a political 

decision by the Hotel Manager, with the pressures of 

the current situation the Hotel finds itself in. 

Unfortunately this places the Club in a position that we 

are unable to regroup this year.  Timing is too short to 

try to finding a new venue, be responsible for the costs 

of advertising, liability insurance, bring on board a 

major sponsor etc.  Therefore your Steering Committe 

has decided to take a hiatus and look forward to 2014.   

There will be announcements made as decisions are 

made so stay tuned. 

In addition we ask that all Members notify as many as 

possible of the cancelation and apologies to everyone 

for any inconvience that may have been caused. 

We also ask that everyone gets on board with any fund 

raising efforts that the Club starts as this cancelation 

has eliminated a revenue stream we had been counting 

on to fund the Christmas Party, Charity donations and 

we had been hoping for some other fall functions. 

 

 
 

REMEMBER THE 

CHEVY VEGA 
Robb Luck our Chevy Vega driver sent in this 

article. 

 

Until the early 1960s, automobiles moved by rail were 

carried in boxcars. These were 50 feet long with 

double-wide doors. Inside was room for four full-sized 

sedans on a two-tier rack - two raised up off the floor 

on a steel rack and two others tucked in underneath 

them. This protected the cars during transport but 

wasn’t very efficient, as the weight of four vehicles 

was far less than the maximum weight a boxcar that 

size could carry. When 85-foot and 89-foot flatcars 

came into service, it was possible to pack a total of 

fifteen automobiles in one car on tri-level auto racks. 

But it still didn’t approach the maximum allowable 

weight for each flatcar.  

 
When Chevrolet started designing Vega during the late 

1960s, one of the main objectives was to keep the cost 

of the car down around $2,000 in circa-1970 dollars. 

At the time, the freight charge for moving a loaded 

railroad car from the Lordstown, OH assembly plant to 

the Pacific coast - the longest distance cars produced at 

Lordstown would need to travel - was around $4,800. 

Since the Vega was a subcompact, it was possible to 

squeeze three more cars on a railroad car for a total of 

eighteen, instead of the usual fifteen. But that still 

worked out to around $300 per car – a substantial 

surcharge for a $2000 car. If only Chevrolet could get 

more Vegas on a railroad car, the cost per unit of 

hauling them would go down. 

 
The engineers at GM and Southern Pacific Railroad 

came up with a clever solution. Instead of loading the 

cars horizontally, the Vegas were to be placed 

vertically on a specially designed auto-rack called the 

Vert-A-Pac. Within the same volume of an 89-foot 

flatcar, the Vert-A-Pac system could hold as many as 

30 automobiles instead of 18. 

Chevrolet's goal was to deliver Vegas topped with 

fluids and ready to drive to the dealership. In order to 

be able to travel nose-down without leaking fluids all 

over the railroad, Vega engineers had to design a 

special engine oil baffle to prevent oil from entering 

the No. 1 cylinder. Batteries had filler caps located 



high up on the rear edge of the case to prevent acid 

spilling, the carburetor float bowl had a special tube 

that drained gasoline into the vapor canister during 

shipment, and the windshield washer bottle stood at a 

45 degree angle. Plastic spacers were wedged in beside 

the powertrain to prevent damage to engine and 

transmission mounts. The wedges were removed when 

cars were unloaded. 

 

 
 

The Vega was hugely popular when it was introduced 

in 1970, however it quickly earned a reputation for 

unreliability, rust and terrible engine durability. When 

the Vega was discontinued in 1977, the Vert-A-Pac 

cars had to be retired as they were too specialized to be 

used with anything else.  

 

 
 

The Vert-A-Pac racks were scrapped, and the 

underlying flatcars went on to other uses. 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

The Rat 

Experiment 
 

It was a practical session in the psychology class. 

The professor showed a large cage with a male rat in 

it. The rat was in the middle of the cage. 

Then, the professor put a piece of cake on one side and 

kept a female rat on the other side. The male rat ran 

towards the cake and ate it. 

Then, the professor changed the cake and put in some 

bread. The male rat ran towards the bread. This 

experiment went on with the professor changing the 

food every time. 

And, every time, the male rat ran towards the food 

item and never towards the female rat. 

The professor said, "This experiment shows that food 

is the greatest strength and attraction." 

Then, one of the students from the back rows said, 

"Sir, why don't you change the female rat? She may be 

his wife!" 

 

 
Club Members at the Wasaga Beach Fun Run 

Do you recognize them? 
 

 



CANADIAN MADE – CUSTOM FITTED 

CAR COVERS FOR YOUR BABY 

INDOOR OR OUTDOOR 

CALL FOR A FITTING 

4 Marconi Court Unit 6 

Bolton, Ontario 

Ask for Marsha or Angelo 

 

Why did GM buy 

another auto company’s 

historic factory? 
Daniel Strohl May 16th, 2013 at 8am   

 

Photo courtesy All Things Buick. 

Amid all the reports of southeast Michigan automotive 

landmarks either facing the wrecking ball or similar 

uncertain futures comes news that General Motors has 

stepped in to buy a historic former automobile factory 

in Flint, Michigan; however, the factory never built a 

GM vehicle and is not suited for manufacturing use. 

So why is GM buying the old Durant-Dort Carriage 

Company factory? 

As GM’s North America President Mark Reuss noted 

earlier this month when he announced the pending 

purchase of the 25,000-square-foot factory, located on 

Water Street on Flint’s waterfront and known as 

Factory One, he considers the location to be “the 

birthplace and ground zero of General Motors.” At the 

same time he disclosed that General Motors would 

provide funds for the upkeep and renovation of the 

Durant-Dort Carriage Company’s offices, a three-story 

building across the street from the factory currently 

owned by the city of Flint and occupied by the 

Genesee County Historical Society. GM spokesman 

Tom Wickham later clarified that the office building is 

actually where GM considers its inception to have 

taken place. 

“That’s where the paperwork was signed,” Wickham 

said. “GM might have been incorporated elsewhere, 

but technically, we view the birthplace as being there 

in the Durant-Dort offices.” 

 

Photo courtesy Michigan State Housing Development 

Authority. 

Indeed, William C. Durant incorporated GM in 

September 1908 in New Jersey – a location chosen 

perhaps as much for privacy as for favorable 

incorporation laws – but the company didn’t simply 

materialize out of thin air. Durant, a Flint businessman, 

had already built a successful business out of the Flint 

Road Cart Company – later renamed the Durant-Dort 

Carriage Company – in partnership with Josiah Dallas 

Dort starting in 1886. Durant-Dort Carriage, spread 

over several factories in and around Flint, had in fact 

become so successful that Durant grew bored and 

looked for new challenges. In 1904, he found that 

challenge in the Buick Motor Company, which had 

recently moved from Detroit to Flint, but still hadn’t 

found much success. Durant turned it around almost 

overnight, with Buick production taking place initially 

on Kearsley Street and then later in a dedicated factory 

on Hamilton Avenue. 
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The success then set the stage for a consolidation of 

auto companies around Buick. Initial attempts to 

consolidate, led by Durant and Maxwell-Briscoe 

owner Benjamin Briscoe in meetings held in Detroit 

and New York City, fell apart. Briscoe, Henry Ford, 

and Ransom Olds all balked. But the talk of 

consolidation did inspire Durant to try again, this time 

using Buick and Lansing’s Oldsmobile as the nucleus, 

later adding Cadillac, Oakland, and a host of suppliers 

to the General Motors portfolio. 

Dort, who provided plenty of behind-the-scenes help 

as Durant built Buick and General Motors, kept the 

carriage company going until around 1915, when he, 

too, switched to automobiles. Dort employees 

assembled the eponymously named cars, designed by 

Etienne Planche, in Factory One over the next nine 

years, until Dort went out of business and liquidated 

the company. According to GM sources, Factory One 

never again produced an automobile: Instead, it was 

used by a wholesale paper company, as a produce 

warehouse, as a furniture warehouse, by a watch repair 

company, and by a neon sign company over the next 

few decades. Following Factory One’s restoration in 

the mid-1980s, it has seen use as an antique mall and 

by Flint area social services providers. Its listing 

history on Loopnet show that Factory One has been 

placed on the market a number of times since 2001. 

 

Photo courtesy Michigan State Housing Development 

Authority. 

The Durant-Dort office building, meanwhile, served as 

the office and headquarters of both the Durant-Dort 

Carriage Company and the Dort Motor Car Company 

from when it was built in 1896 to the end of Dort 

production in 1925. Not only is Durant said to have 

laid the plans for GM in that building, but he also 

reportedly conceived of Chevrolet while there. Used 

by various civic organizations for half a century, the 

building fell into the hands of the city of Flint in 1977 

and was restored by the Genesee County Historical 

Society over the next decade. Since then, the society 

has asked GM for help with heating and cooling the 

building (about $20,000 per year) and with repairs and 

maintenance to the building (another $20,000). 

Wickham said that GM has pledged $50,000 for the 

office building. He didn’t release the selling price for 

Factory One because the purchase has yet to be 

finalized. 

Both Reuss and Wickham said the plans for Factory 

One are still under development, but they said that it’s 

possible that it could be used to showcase some of the 

historic cars in GM’s collection. “We’ve got a lot of 

really beautiful, historic GMCs and Buicks in the 

company that don’t get shown a lot of justice,” Reuss 

said. “One of the thoughts is that we’d convert Factory 

One [to show the historic vehicles] and we could 

launch vehicles like the trucks that are made here in 

Flint. It could be really, really beautiful.” GM 

currently displays a portion of its collection in the 

80,000-square-foot GM Heritage Center in Sterling 

Heights, Michigan, but keeps the remainder in storage. 

However, some have expressed skepticism about 

GM’s intentions in buying Factory One. MLive.com 

noted that the purchase comes on the heels of three 

recently announced GM plant closings in the Flint area 

resulting in at least 730 lost jobs (and at about the 

same time that GM announced a $1.3 billion Cadillac 

factory in China); local UAW president Dan Reyes 

called it a “good sentiment” purchase. GM has also 

only given the Factory One purchase a by-and-by 

mention in a press release on a tree planting program; 

word of the purchase was only made public when 

Reuss spoke at the United Way of Genesee County’s 

annual dinner. Wickham countered that the purchase 

process began in December, before the plant layoffs 

were announced, and that it is by no means a feel-good 

move. “You can’t replace a plant closing by buying a 

historic building,” he said. “We approached it with an 

open mind not knowing exactly what to do with it, and 

we’re open to ideas from the community on how to 

develop it.” 
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Daniel Strohl Apr 24th, 2013  

 

Photos courtesy Mecum Auctions. 

Five years ago, we asked on the cover of Hemmings 

Muscle Machines whether this 1970 Dodge Charger 

was the world’s most documented Hemi car. It’s no 

idle question, either: Documentation can make or 

break a car on the marketplace, and the value of this 

particular Charger’s documentation will soon be 

revealed when the car goes up for auction at Mecum’s 

Indy event. 

To begin with, Dodge didn’t build all that many Hemi-

powered four-speed Chargers in 1970: 56 total, and 

only 10 in R/T trim with the SE package. After 

decoding its broadcast sheet and fender tag, owner 

Steven Segal figured he knew as much as there was to 

know about the Charger when he bought it from ibaey 

role in discovering the rest of its back story. Segal 

restored the Charger with a non-numbers-matching but 

era-correct Hemi to replace the original engine, long 

since scattered in a street race by the original owner. 

By coincidence, a subsequent magazine feature on the 

Charger landed in the lap of the man cleaning out old 

sales files at Suburban Dodge in Metuchen, New 

Jersey, where its original owner bought the Charger. A 

muscle car enthusiast, he found the car’s file, saved it 

from disposal, and sent it on to Segal, who found 

within it the car’s original dealer order form, Chrysler 

invoice, notes from the negotiating process, delivery 

paperwork, and dealer prep work order. 

       

    
 

Segal didn’t keep the car babied, either. At the time we 

photographed it, we took it out for a spin and got to 

hear the Hemi clear its throat through those over-the-

counter headers, still with the car. Sometime later, 

Segal has located and installed the Cragar mags and 

Parnelli Jones tires that the original owner put on the 

car, giving it an authentic Day Two vibe. 

Since our article appeared, we’ve yet to hear of any 

Hemi car with more documentation than Segal’s 

Charger. 

Mecum’s Original Spring Classic Auction in 

Indianapolis will take place May 14-19 at the Indiana 

State Fairgrounds. For more information, visit 

Mecum.com. 
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A man was walking down the street when he was 

accosted by a particularly dirty and shabby-looking 

homeless man who asked him for a couple of dollars 

for dinner. 

The man took out his wallet, extracted ten dollars and 

asked, "If I give you this money, will you buy some 

beer with it instead of dinner?" 

"No, I had to stop drinking years ago," the homeless 

man replied. 

"Will you spend this on hot rod parts instead of food?" 

the man asked. 

"Are you NUTS!" replied the homeless man. "I haven't 

had a Hot Rod in 20 years!" 

"Well," said the man, "I'm not going to give you 

money. Instead, I'm going to take you home for a 

shower and a terrific dinner cooked by my wife." 

The homeless man was astounded. "Won't your wife 

be furious with you for doing that?  

The man replied, "That's okay. It's important for her to 

see what a man looks like after he has given up 

drinking and Hot Rodding." 

 

 

 
 

If my body was a car, this is the time I would be 

thinking about trading it in for a newer model.  
- I've got bumps and dents and scratches in my finish 

and my paint job is getting a little dull... 

But that's not the worst of it. 

- My headlights are out of focus and it's especially 

hard to see things up close, 

- My traction is not as graceful as it once was.  
- I slip and slide and skid and bump into things even in 

the best of weather. 

- My whitewalls are stained with varicose veins. 

- It takes me hours to reach my maximum speed. My 

fuel rate burns inefficiently. 

- But here's the worst of it….. 

 

Almost every time I sneeze, cough or sputter, 

either my radiator leaks or my exhaust backfires!!! 

 



 
 

 
 

A little old guy is walking around in a supermarket 

calling out, 'Tenderflake, Oh Tenderflake!' 

Soon an assistant manager approaches and says, 'Sir, 

the Tenderflake is in aisle 3.' 

The old guy replies, 'Oh, I'm not looking for the 

cooking stuff. I'm calling my wife. She's in here 

somewhere' 

The clerk is astonished. 

'Your wife's name is Tenderflake?' 

The old guy answers, 'Oh no, no, no. I only call her 

that when we're out in public' 

'I see,' said the clerk. 

'What do you call her at home?' 

'Lard ass.' 

You gotta love old people! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HAVE YOU VISITED US YET 

NEW HOME NEW LOOK 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING SHOP EARLY 

AND SURPRISE THE GEAR HEAD IN 

YOUR LIFE 

87 ADVANCE ROAD 

ETOBICOKE, ONTARIO 

416-259-3678 

North of The Queensway 

 


