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a Christmas Dinner and we will announce shortly.
If anyone has a suggestion please email Pat ASAP
at patshaw3@rogers.com.

Not sure, but I think winter is coming DAM!!
Can’t say the weather has been the greatest, but
we have had only 1 Friday’s cancelled due to
weather and one just cancelled.
Pat and I finally got the car home just before the
August long weekend and we made the Pink Slip
show, Alliston Potatofest, Moparfest, Creemore
Copper Kettle and Welland. They were great
shows and wonderful drives. Although going to
Creemore was done through some very dense fog
which made from Caledon to Primrose
interesting.

We do plan and hope to get to another couple of
shows in before putting the baby away, but it will
now be weather dependent.
It is also that time of the year we get to watch the
crap that we experience every four years with too
many unqualified people trying to get a cozy
comfy job in Municipal Politics. The best this
year has to be Toronto and the Fords as according
to all the news channels it is the ONLY political
election happening. With ourselves being mostly
located in Mississauga we are experiencing a
great loss with HURRICANE HAZEL retiring. I
feel sorry for the person filling her shoes.
I must also take this opportunity to apologies to
all of our members as I have not called a meeting,
or a gathering to keep everyone up dated. I have
given my loving wife (right Pat, loving wife right)
the challenge of finding a place we can gather for

I jokingly commented the other day that we first
met with Councilor Starr on July 9th, 2013 and
exactly almost to the day a year later we hosted
the 1st Classics on the Square. Well the other day
we met again at City Hall to discuss the budget
for the 2nd annual as the PERMIT REQUEST
must be submitted no later than October 3rd, 2014.
Even though we have plans going into the future
it is our short term plan to remain as is, just
tweaks the fine points to make things better.

I must admit, that with this year’s crew, there isn’t
a lot of tweaking to do.
The budget numbers for the expenses remain
much the same with a small increase to cover
inflation, but the income side needs work this
year.
If anyone (CLUB MEMBER) wishes to see the
budget please drop me a line or drop by the house
and I will show them to you, I do not want to
publish them here. It and the 2014 report will be
present at our next CLUB MEETING.
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its unspoiled beauty, and the 1950s once again
saw a renewed interest in Western themes. Dave
Scott, a designer working for Virgil Exner in the
Plymouth Studio, opted to capitalize on this with
a dream car in wagon form. The result was the
Ghia-built 1956 Plymouth Plainsman, a concept
as bold as anything ever sprung from a Chrysler
drawing board, and this August it will cross the
auction stage for the third time since 2011.
Chrysler’s press release on the Plainsman called it
a “bold new experiment in station wagon design,”
and Exner himself expanded on this by stating
that the car “reflects the colorful and casual way
of life that typifies the nation’s westward
movement and is a bold expression of the
suburban trend in American living.” Bold it was,
as the Plainsman attempted to blend elements of
Western style (the longhorn emblems on the Bpillars, the “unborn calfskin hide” seating
surfaces, its metallic bronze and ivory livery) with
elements of Chrysler’s “Flight Sweep” design (the
faux turbine intakes running from front bumper to
rear quarter panel, the rear fender tailfins, the
shrouded headlamps and tail lamps), all translated
into three dimensions by an Italian coachbuilder.
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1956 Plymouth Plainsman. Photos courtesy Auctions America.

The allure of the West has fascinated Americans
ever since Lewis and Clark returned with tales of

Though some may find its style and proportions a
bit ungainly by conventional standards, the
Plainsman was a huge hit for Chrysler in 1956
and into 1957. Underneath, the wagon carried a
conventional Plymouth chassis and drivetrain,
including a 259-cu.in. V-8 rated at 167
horsepower and mated to a PowerFlite automatic
transmission.
Despite
its
real-world
underpinnings, the Plainsman was never
production-bound; instead, Chrysler used it as a
rolling test bed for ideas like powered rear-facing
“spectator seats” that increased passenger

capacity to six adults and two children, a power
tailgate, and the automaker’s first “hidden” spare
tire compartment, contained in the right rear
quarter panel. With the seats folded, the
Plainsman delivered more than 106 cubic feet of
cargo space; with its tailgate down, the five-foot
interior width even accommodated full-size sheets
of plywood or drywall.
Because the Plainsman was built by Ghia in Italy,
the clock on its time in the United States began
ticking immediately upon its importation. At 18
months, Chrysler was faced with the choice of
paying import duties or shipping the car overseas,
and it opted for the latter. The Plainsman’s first
foreign port of call was Cuba, where a bank
president used it as his family vehicle before
selling it to a Chrysler export manager, also living
in Cuba. When Castro came to power, it soon
became necessary to flee the country with all due
haste, and the Plainsman’s plus-size cargo area
surely proved beneficial for the run to the border.
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The export manager’s next assignment was
Australia, and the Plainsman followed him down
under. To meet local regulations, it was converted
from left-hand drive to right-hand drive, and
during his time in Australia the original drivetrain
was swapped for a 375-hp, 440-cu.in. V-8 mated
to a TorqueFlite automatic transmission, which
remains in the car today. Retirement brought the
export manager back to the United States, and the
Plainsman once again made the journey with him.
Eventually, it was sold to an American collector
who returned the car to left-hand drive, but
apparently favored preservation over restoration
for the body and interior.
In 2006, the car appeared for sale online, and it’s
not clear how high it was bid or if it changed
hands. Four years later, in January 2010, the
Plainsman crossed the stage at RM’s sale in
Arizona, where it was bid to $160,000, but failed
to meet its reserve price. Seven months later, its
owner tried his luck with Mecum Auctions in
Monterey, California, but the car reached a high
bid of just $90,000, once again failing to meet its
reserve. The following year, the Plainsman once
again appeared for sale online, where it received a
high bid of $128,299, which wasn’t enough to
take the car home.

When the Plainsman crosses the stage at Auctions
America’s Burbank sale this August, Auctions
America predicts a selling price between
$150,000 and $200,000.

See more at:
http://blog.hemmings.com/index.php/2014/05/
19/ghia-built-1956-plymouth-plainsmanconcept-returns-to-the-auctionblock/?refer=news#sthash.37a8AK8x.dpuf

If you haven’t heard MEGASPEED has been
replaced by MOTORAMA.
If you received PERFORMANCE IN MOTION
latest magazine the front page screamed “THE
CAR SHOW THAT WOULDN’T DIE!”.

We have been in touch with the new/old
management and there is a softening of the heart,
not a total melt, but a nice spring melt. There still
will be a fee for each car entered, but the CLUB’s
will be able to promote their upcoming events
throughout the year.
SO THEREFORE:
I am asking now who would like to enter their car
in the show and who is willing to work the
weekend, work at designing and building a
display, work the Thursday to setup and Sunday
to tear down.
I think at this moment I will pass a Presidents rule
that the club will pay the entrance fee for the cars,
but each owner is responsible to get your car there
and home.
PLEASE send me your comments to
blaine.shaw@rogers.com.

BUILD your BRAND instantly with

1-877776-6655

IMPACT on-site EVENT SOLUTIONS

What can be said when we have a success we hit a
HOME RUN to steal a phrase.
Jack, Dave, Russ and Ryan need to be
congratulated and told what a great job they did
this summer looking after our Friday night cruise.
They hosted on average 150 cars each and every
Friday. They honoured the Mopars, Chevy’s,
Ford’s and Imports. Raised food and money for
the FOOD BANK, for our chosen Charities.
They hosted an outstanding BBQ with a live band
“HEROS FOR HIRE” local boys looking for a
chance.

CANADIAN OWNED – FAMILY OPERATED
Build CUSTOM COVERS for your RIDE
CALL MARSHA or ANGELO TODAY

1. A girl is said to be grown up when she starts
wearing a bra.
A boy is grown up when he starts removing it.
2. We all love to spend lots of money buying new
clothes but we never realize that the best moments
in
life
are
enjoyed
without
clothes.
3. Having a cold drink on hot day with a few
friends is nice, but having a hot friend on a cold
night after a few drinks - PRICELESS.
4. Breaking News: Condoms don't guarantee safe
sex anymore.
A friend of mine was wearing one when he was
shot dead by the woman's husband.
5. Arguing over a girl's bust size is like choosing
between Coors, Fosters, Carlsberg & Budweiser.
Men may state their preferences, but will grab
whatever is available.
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How does the 1970 Dodge
Hemi Challenger stack up
against its modern
equivalents?
Kurt Ernst
Photo by Jeff Koch.

1970 Dodge Challenger R/T, with the 426 Street Hemi. Photo by Jeff Koch.

The past, sometimes, is more fondly remembered in
the present. While most of us pine for the days of
cheap gas and affordable muscle cars, it’s no secret
that today’s muscle cars are capable of jaw-dropping
performance off the dealer’s showroom floor, yet still
come complete with a factory warranty and are
capable of reasonable functionality as daily drivers.
All the hype surrounding the upcoming release of the
707-horsepower SRT Hellcat Challenger got us
thinking: How does this modern muscle car stack up
against the 1970 Dodge Challenger, equipped with the
legendary 426-cu.in. “Street Hemi” engine?
“Foul,” the most astute Mopar fans would cry, “The
Elephant engine was normally aspirated, while Dodge
is using forced induction chicanery to squeeze 707
horses from the Hellcat.” Point well taken, and to that
end, we’re also considering last year’s top-shelf
Challenger SRT in the comparison, which sported a
normally aspirated 392-cu.in. V-8 beneath its hood. In
fact, this Challenger is likely the most direct analog for
the Hemi-powered 1970 Challenger, but we’re
including the Hellcat simply because it is, at the
moment, the pinnacle of the Challenger product line,
horsepower-wise.

First, let’s take a trip into the past. In 1970, one could
walk into a Dodge dealership and special-order a
Challenger R/T with the 426-cu.in., 425-horsepower
(gross; the net rating would have been around 350
horsepower) Hemi V-8 engine. Doing so required the
purchase of a Challenger R/T ($3,266.00 for the
hardtop model) and the E74 Hemi V-8 engine
($778.75); however, checking the option box for the
Elephant engine also required the ordering of the A34
Super Track Pak (including a 4.10:1 rear end ratio, a 9
¾-inch Dana rear end, a Sure-Grip differential, a
seven-blade Torque Drive fan, a high-performance
radiator with fan shroud, and power disc brakes), for
$236.65; a four-speed manual transmission (although
the TorqueFlite automatic was also available at a
higher price), for $194.85; and a collapsible spare tire,
for $12.95. All told, the sticker price of such a barebones model would have totaled $4,488.20, or the
equivalent of $27,559.63 in current money (according
to the U.S. Department of Labor’s CPI Inflation
Calculator).

Photo by Jeff Koch.

As delivered, the Challenger would have been 191
inches long, 76 inches wide and 51 inches high. The
car’s front track would have measured roughly 60
inches, the rear approximately 61 inches, and the car
would have weighed in at about 3,402 pounds.
Performance wise, the Hemi Challenger, with its 490

pound-feet of torque, would have taken roughly six
seconds to sprint from 0-60 MPH, running through the
quarter mile (on stock tires) in around 14 seconds at a
trap speed in the 104 MPH range, at least according to
the in-period review from Road Test cited in our July
2011 feature on a Hemi-equipped 1970 Dodge
Challenger R/T that captured our Muscle Car of the
Year award.

Fast forward to 2014, where $40,485 is the minimum
price of admission for a 392-cu.in. Hemi Challenger
carrying the SRT badge. The modern car measures 7
inches longer overall (198 inches, versus 191), carries
the same 76-inch width and has an overall height 6
inches higher (57 inches, versus 51). The track has
widened to 63 inches in front and 63.1 in the rear, and
the weight has ballooned by 800 pounds, with the
contemporary Challenger tipping the scales at 4,231
pounds. Horsepower from the 392-cu.in. Hemi V-8
has reached 470, but torque has dropped by 20 poundfeet and now measures 470 pound-feet.
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As for other specifications, we were unable to locate
data on braking or road holding, but to be honest, a
Hemi Challenger was built for the sole purpose of
going fast in a straight line. Those interested in speed,
cornering and braking would have ordered a
Challenger T/A, which was better equipped for the
road course than the drag strip. As for fuel economy,
we were also unable to find data, but suffice it to say
that low double-digit numbers may have been
theoretically achievable with a light right foot and
plenty of short shifting. Warranty coverage was
deliberately curtailed on Hemi-equipped cars as well,
since Dodge knew exactly how (and where) these
models would be driven. Instead of the standard fiveyear, 50,000 mile powertrain warranty, Hemi
Challengers received a 12-month, 12,000 mile
warranty that was valid for the original owner only.

2014 Challenger SRT. Photo courtesy Chrysler Group, LLC.

2014 Challenger SRT. Photo courtesy Chrysler Group, LLC.

When the accelerator is depressed with authority, the
Challenger SRT can run from 0-60 MPH in just under
five seconds, on its way to a quarter-mile time of 13
seconds on street tires. Despite such impressive
numbers, the modern normally aspirated Challenger
can return fuel economy as high as 23 MPG on the
highway, and its powertrain warranty coverage runs
for five years or 100,000 miles (although make no
mistake; manufacturers can and will void warranty
coverage for vehicles that have been used for
“competition purposes”). Among the current crop of
Big Three muscle cars, the Challenger, even in SRT
trim, is the car you’d most like to drive from coast to
coast; it’s quick, but it’s also surprisingly comfortable.

2015 Challenger Hellcat. Photo courtesy Chrysler Group, LLC.

Potential price gouging aside, in a few months, buyers
will be able to stroll into an SRT-approved Dodge
dealer, plunk $60,590 down on the counter and say,
“I’d like a Dodge Challenger Hellcat, please.” Doing
so will get one a Challenger of roughly the same
dimensions (though one inch lower and with a curb
weight of 4,488 pounds, a gain of 257 pounds over the
Challenger SRT8), but equipped with a supercharged
370-cu.in. Hemi V-8 capable of producing 707
horsepower and 650 pound feet of torque. According
to Car and Driver, the Challenger Hellcat will dash to
60 MPH in 3.6 seconds and run the quarter-mile in a
time of 11.7 seconds, at a trap speed of 126 MPH.
Driving the blower alone will require 80 horsepower,
or roughly the total output of a 1980s economy car,
and to keep things reasonable on the street, the car will
be limited to 500 horsepower unless a special “red
key” is used in the ignition.

Photo courtesy Chrysler Group, LLC.

Other data on the Hellcat, such as fuel economy and
warranty coverage, has yet to be released by Chrysler,
but word is that the Hellcat will deliver fuel economy
comparable to the SRT8, at least when driven
conservatively, and we’d be surprised if the automaker
shortened the powertrain warranty by any significant
amount.

Photo courtesy Chrysler Group, LLC.

Styling preferences aside, perhaps the biggest
drawback to the new Challenger models is their
complexity. By evolution or by design, there are very
few user-serviceable parts beneath the hood of a
modern automobile, and most tuning is performed
with a laptop computer instead of dwell meter, timing
light and screwdriver (though on the Hellcat, Chrysler
has reportedly “locked” the ECU, meaning tuners will
need to provide a new computer to make more
horsepower). Though mechanical purists may balk, to
those just cutting their teeth on performance cars, used
to a world ruled by computers and lucky enough to
afford the $40,485 – $60,590 price of admission, this
may very well be the golden age of the muscle car.
On the other hand, there’s much to be said for the
original body design, powered by a legendary V-8 (or
legendary V-8s, if you also count the 440, 383 and
340) that can still be tuned and repaired with hand
tools. Which version of the Challenger is better? That,
we suppose, depends entirely on one’s perspective.

