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Well it is March and we are getting close to another
fun filled season of cruising.
This year holds a lot of promise for us with the number
of quality shows being planned and hosted by other
clubs. I really hope the weather co-operates and we
can get out and support others.
Please don’t forget to summerize your car the oil
change, the rad, air in the tires are just as important
as the wax and shine.

On A Personal Note:
It was our intention to reenter the only major Custom
Car Show in the GTA this year. As you know about 5
years ago we stopped supporting the then
Performance World Car Show because they started to
charge Car Clubs an entrance fee for the Club cars.
The fee in itself is understandable, to this writer, as
cost to host these shows can be staggering. However,
we were not allowed to hand out flyers or advertising
material to let the 30 to 40 thousand people (claimed
attendance) what we would be doing that summer.
This meant, in my mind, that we were being charges
to participate, we were required to take time off of
work to set up, pay for transportation to get the cars
there and pay for entrance tickets over and above
those offered with the entry fee, while the show
operator was charging the 30 to 40 thousand a fee to
come and look at my car and I was getting nothing in
return. Double dipping!
I know we all charge at our shows BUT as a Club we
are trying to raise money for charity we ARE NOT
pocketing any profits.
In July 2014 I was approached by the new
management and asked “WHAT AS A CLUB DO WE
WANT FROM SUCH A SHOW AND WHAT CAN WE DO
TO HELP?” My response, as it was 5 years ago, was
we want to be able to advertise our Club and the
events we host during the summer. In subsequent
contacts my response never changed and in those
conversations I felt we were given assurances that
Clubs would be allowed to do just that.
In 2015 we were prepared to once again enter with
what I felt was assurances we would be able to hand
out flyers for our Friday Night Cruise/Show N Shine
and our Classics on the Square. On Friday February
27th I was informed that we would NOT BE ALLOWED
TO HAND OUT FLYERS unless we purchased a
commercial space at the preferred Club rate of
$550.00. When I asked about the conversations I was
advised “I don’t recall those conversations!”

At that point I withdrew my 2 Clubs from the show.
I do hope the owners have a successful show, but I do
believe they are shutting the door on a very important
part of this sport. The CLUBS and their MEMBERS are
the sport, there are only so many $200K built cars to
look at, there are more everyday cars that make up
this sport. The Clubs are not taking dollars out of the
Management of these shows pockets as we operate
during the summertime, and do not compete for
advertising or commercial space dollars.
We do and will in fact advertise for them, FREE OF
CHARGE, and support them by allowing them to
participate in our shows by whatever means they feel
will reward them. However, I am reconsidering this.

Missing Wife
A husband went to police station to report his missing
wife:
Husband: I've lost my wife. She went shopping
yesterday and still hasn't come home.
Sergeant: What is her height ?
Husband: Oh, 5 something . . .
Sergeant: Build?
Husband: Not slim, not really fat.
Sergeant: Color of eyes?
Husband: Never noticed.
Sergeant: Color of hair?
Husband: Changes according to season.
Sergeant: What was she wearing?
Husband: Dress/suit/blue jeans -- I don't
remember exactly.
Sergeant: Did she go in a car?
Husband: Yes.
Sergeant: What kind of car was it?
Husband: A 1965 Pontiac GTO convertible, Fontaine
Blue with a white top, Parchment interior, original 389
Tri-Power motor ,a Muncie 4-speed trans and 3.55
Saf-T-Track rear. It had an AM/FM radio with reverb,
power steering and brakes. The car had only 48,000
miles and was in mint condition except for a very thin
scratch on the driver’s door. I bought it in 1998 from
the original owner.
At this point the husband started crying.
Sergeant: Don't worry sir.......We'll find your car.
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Rats! Chevrolet’s Mark IV big-block
V-8 turns 50
Daniel Strohl

L88 cutaway by David Kimble, image courtesy GM
Media.

Larger automobile engines have been built. Smaller
engines have made more horsepower. A variety of
other engines have won more races. Yet few V-8s
have offered massive displacement to performancehungry hordes and taken on such legendary status like
the Chevrolet Mark IV big-block V-8 has. Fifty years
after its introduction, the big-block remains as well
respected as ever and worth a look at what made it
more than just a supersized version of the ubiquitous
small-block.
Used to seeing 409s and their distinctive rocker arm
covers power Chevrolets around stock-car racing
tracks for the previous few years, everybody in
attendance at the 1963 Daytona 500 had to wonder just
what Junior Johnson and a few other Chevrolet racers
had under their hoods, propelling them to speeds of up
to 165 MPH. It didn’t help much that the Chevrolet
racers called it a Mystery Motor and left it at that. As
it turned out, though the engine looked nothing like a
409 or any other W-series V-8, it shared a basic
bottom-end design and bore centers (though not the
overall block design) with the first-generation
Chevrolet big-block and had been designed as an
evolution of the she’s-so-fine engine. Dubbed the
Mark II, it came in at 427 cubic inches and introduced
a canted-valve cylinder head that helped the engine
breathe better and that moved the wedge-shaped
combustion chamber from the cylinder chamber (as in
the 409) to the cylinder head. It also did away with the
angled deck of the W-series V-8 and made the deck
perpendicular to the bores.
GM’s withdrawal from racing in 1963 kept
Chevrolet’s engineers from producing more than a few
dozen of the Mark II big-blocks for racers and thus
from supporting those racers who continued to use the
Mystery Motor, but development continued on the bigblock as a street engine within the halls of GM. A

Mark III version reportedly used larger bore centers
and was never prototyped (alternately, former
Chevrolet engineer Bill Howell claimed the Mark III
designation was to have been applied to Packard’s V8, should GM have bought that tooling), leading to the
Mark IV.

400 cubic inches in intermediates and compacts—and
thus restricting the Chevelle to the 396 as a top
engine—plenty of dealerships and tuners found
success swapping 427s for 396s in Chevelles, Camaros
and Novas throughout the late 1960s. That edict would
come to an end in 1970, the peak of the muscle car era
in Detroit, when Chevrolet bumped the Mark IV bigblock to 454 cubic inches.

Photos courtesy GM Media.
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Based on ideas proposed by Corvair engine designer
Robert Benzinger, a team consisting of Richard
Keinath, Herbert Good, William Polkinghorne, Fred
Frincke, Denny Wade, and Cal Davis began designing
an engine with high-flowing heads as a priority over
valvetrain packaging. Similar to the Mark II, the Mark
IV used a so-called porcupine head with the staggered
and canted valves operated by pushrods and stamped
rocker arms, but it also used a stouter crankshaft and
bottom end with larger bearing surfaces and four-bolt
main caps for the more powerful versions. Chevrolet
dubbed it the Turbo-Jet and introduced it in 1965, at
first only as a 396-cubic-inch engine available in the
Corvette, full-size cars (replacing the 409 partway
through the model year), and the limited-edition
Chevelle Z16.
For the following year, Chevrolet bored out the 396 to
bring a 427 into the Mark IV family and began
offering it in full-sizes and Corvettes. Though
corporate edict forbade installing anything larger than

While muscle car fanatics know those three variants of
the Mark IV—and their multitudinous designations:
L78, L36, L88, L89, LS6, ZL1—by heart, Chevrolet
also built a 402-cubic-inch version (a bored-out 396
offered from 1969 through 1972) and a 366-cubic-inch
version (a tall-deck truck engine offered from the
1960s through the 1990s) as well as a 496-cubic-inch
version (another truck engine offered from 2001
through 2009) and 502-cubic-inch and 572-cubic-inch
versions (available only through GM’s performance
parts catalog).
In passenger cars, the Mark IV lasted through 1976,
but as indicated above, the Mark IV lived on afterward
in both light-duty and heavy-duty trucks and vans,
eventually incorporating a number of updates to
become the Vortec 7400 and Vortec 8100 in 1996.
Production continued until December 2009.
Like the small-block Chevrolet, the Mark IV big-block
made its way under the hood of more than just
Chevrolet and GMC products. A number of Can-Am
cars, including the Chaparral 2F and McLaren M8
series, used 427s, as did the Iso Grifo 7-Litre, but
perhaps the most widespread use of the Mark IV bigblock V-8 (next to its use in boat and drag racing and
in street rods) was in commercial applications, most
notably powering transit buses, motorhomes, and even
the Russian-built T-98 Kombat armored off-road
vehicle.
Though no longer in production (at least not for
installation in new cars), the Mark IV big-block
Chevrolet V-8 remains one of the most supported

engines on the performance aftermarket and a staple of
GM’s crate engine program.

Lost and Found overflow –
Chevrolet’s overhead-camshaft and
hemi-headed big-block V-8s
Daniel Strohl Mar 5th, 2015
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While researching our recent story on the 50th
anniversary of the Mark IV big-block Chevrolet V-8,
we came across something odd, something we’d never
seen before – and it appears not many other people had
seen it before either. Two photos in the GM Media
database that showed two experimental big-blocks that
very well could have set the American highperformance scene on its ear, had they been
developed: one of a single overhead-camshaft hemiheaded 427, another of a fuel-injected hemi-headed
big-block with pushrods.
Neither of the photos appear in any of our searches,
and a few days of searching led only to vague
mentions here and there about Zora Arkus-Duntov and
Chevrolet taking a crack at single overhead-camshaft,
double overhead-camshaft, and hemi-headed versions
of both the big-block and small-block in the mid- to
late 1960s. No photos, no links to direct sources, just
mentions of old magazine articles.
GM itself wasn’t able to provide much more
information. Corvette historian and author Ken Kaiser
shed a little more light on the engines in the photos;
according to Ken, they depict 1966-1967 vintage bigblocks, and the work order number stamped into the
hemi-headed engine – 28451-20-A – denotes the first
(and likely only) engine of its kind. The blockoff plate
on the single overhead-camshaft engine above
suggests it was meant to carry a fuel injection system
of some sort, possibly the same or similar to the one
we see on the hemi-headed engine below.
The triple-row timing chain above looks rather stout
(and not nearly as long as the Ford SOHC 427′s sevenfoot timing chain) and appears as though it would have
resided under a cover that encompassed the entire
front of the engine, though we don’t see in the photo
any direct connection between the crankshaft and the

camshafts, and we’d have to wonder whether the cover
and the chain would interfere with the water pump.
The shaft-mounted valvetrain appears fairly
straightforward and those huge intake ports look like a
direct shot into the combustion chamber.
UPDATE: McGean pointed out that there is a direct
connection between the crankshaft and camshaft – it’s
just really hard to see those dark gears sunk into the
front of the engine. He also points out that the entire
plate behind the timing chain appears to bolt to the
existing holes for the regular (OHV) Mark IV timing
chain cover, which would indicate that this whole unit
was designed to bolt on to an unmodified Mark IV
block.

This shot of the pushrod-activated hemi-headed design
appears to show a somewhat complicated setup with
the intake valves actuated directly by the camshaft, but
the exhaust valves actuated by a set of intermediary
pushrods. Where we’d expect to see holes for the
spark plugs in the middle of the cylinder head, as on a
Chrysler Hemi (and it looks like they’d have enough
space there), we see only what appears to be untapped
bosses of some sort. For that matter, we don’t see any
place in the single overhead-camshaft heads for spark
plugs either. That mechanical fuel-injection system
looks pretty killer, though.
This was about the same time Oldsmobile was
experimenting with its W-43 and OW-43 hemi-headed
V-8s, and those experimental engines look remarkably
similar to these two. Undoubtedly, Chevrolet in
particular – and GM’s engineers as a whole – were
feeling some pressure from Chrysler’s Hemi
426, introduced in 1964, and Ford’s FE-series 427s,
including the SOHC, which was introduced in 1965.
Whether these Mark IV big-blocks were meant to
compete with Ford and Chrysler on the street or just
on the race track, we can only speculate.
As for their ultimate fates and why Chevrolet decided
not to go down this particular road, nobody we’ve
spoken with seems to know.

Top 10 Engines of All-Time (#10):
Ford 427 SOHC
Posted by David Fuller on January 16, 2014

Don Prudhomme and his Ford 427 SOHC-powered rail.

Some picked their favorite engine based on durability.
Others picked based on power and performance.
Clearly, the Ford 427 SOHC (Cammer) engine
cracked the top 10 based on its power and legendary
status.
Fun Fact
The Ford 427 SOHC engine is the only engine
effectively banned by NASCAR before even making it
to the track (thus, the legendary status).
History
In 1964, Ford and Chrysler were in a battle for
supremacy on the NASCAR circuit. Ford had won the
majority of the races in ’64 thanks to its 427 Hi-Riser
engine, but Richard Petty scored an upset victory at
the Daytona 500 using the new Chrysler 426 HEMI
engine. Even more impressive, HEMI-powered cars
finished 1-2-3 at the race and threatened to change the
entire power-balance within NASCAR racing.
Ford’s answer to the potent, game-changing HEMI
engine was the 427 SOHC Cammer–an engine that not
only changed the game but also changed the rules in
NASCAR racing.
Based essentially on the 427 Hi-Riser short block, the
427 SOHC utilized a forged steel crankshaft and
“hemi-head” pistons. The biggest change came on the
top-end where a single overhead camshaft was placed
over each of the redesigned and fully machined
hemispherical-style cylinder heads. An idler shaft
replaced the camshaft on the inside of the engine and
drove the distributor and oil pump; a set of non-drilled
steel bushings replaced the three rear cam bearings to
seal off the oil passages. The new overhead cam
engine went from concept to reality in just 90 days!
Although part of the Ford FE engine family, the 427
SOHC was essentially hand-built for racing yet never
made it to a NASCAR-sanctioned event.
Because of strong protests from the Chrysler camp,
NASCAR threatened significant weight handicaps on

Cammer-powered Galaxies, and the engine was
eventually banned outright from competition.
However, the 427 SOHC achieved success on the drag
racing circuit into the 1970s and served as the
foundation for several supercharged Top Fuel
Dragsters. Today, the Cammer is limited to vintage
drag racing series.
Although many 427 SOHC-powered Ford Galaxie
prototypes appeared from 1964-67, the SOHC
Cammer never graced a showroom floor before Ford
discontinued it. However, the 427 SOHC served as the
forefather of the late-model Ford SOHC and DOHC
mod motors.
Specifications
The Ford 427 Cammer produced 616 horsepower with
single four-barrel carburetor and 657 horsepower with
dual four-barrel carburetors. This made the engine one
of the most powerful engines to come out of Detroit
during the octane-fueled 1960s.

From the Archives: 1959 Cadillac
Cyclone

ectomy, which reduced the size of the tailfins seen
here) before its ultimate retirement.

Tom Comerro Nov 13th, 2014

The long-lost ORIGINAL
Batmobile can now be yours
This 1956 Oldsmobile 88 modified by Forrest
Robinson was rediscovered in 2013.
By John Wenz November 14, 2014

The 1959 Cadillac Cyclone concept. Photos courtesy General Motors.

Here’s a press photo that was lurking in our cabinet of
a nice concept, the 1959 Cadillac Cyclone. This
Jetson-like bubble-topped show car made its debut at
the inaugural Daytona 500, and looks to have
borrowed a few design ideas from NASA.
Designers Harley Earl and Bill Mitchell gave the
Cyclone a flip-top canopy that was fully powered and
would disappear in the trunk, resting on an airbag,
when not needed. The top was also coated in
vaporized silver to deflect the sun’s rays, and the
sliding doors would jut out at the push of a button,
allowing easy opening and easier entry. The rectangle
in the door was a compartment to allow outside
interaction without flipping the top, and external
speakers ensured that the driver’s voice would be
heard.

The black points on the leading edge of the front
fenders hid a radar-based guidance system meant to
interact with future “smart roads,” and the concept
even boasted an untested proximity warning system
that would relay an alert to the driver of oncoming
obstacles.
Powered by Cadillac’s 390-cu.in., 325-hp V-8, the
Cyclone appeared at various car shows after the
Daytona 500 and was a part of GM’s popular
Motoramas, which operated until 1961. It would
undergo several styling changes (including a 1960 fin-

The very first batmobile is for sale. This modified
1956 Oldsmobile 88 is a far cry from the Batmobile
we're familiar with, but the color scheme is
unmistakably Batman.
READ MORE: 1966 George Barris Batmobile sells
for $4.2 million!

In 1956, DC Comics (then called National Periodical
Publications) officially licensed the first Batmobile to
Oldsmobile. Forrest Robinson and friend Len Perham
began modifying the car in 1960. They finished their
work in 1963, beating the Burt Ward / Adam West
Batman series by three years. The car is based on what
the dynamic duo drives in the comic books; it's a far
sleeker (if smaller) car than the 1939 Cadillac driven
in the Batman movie serials of the 1940s.

READ MORE: Ben Affleck's new Batmobile prowls
the Motor City

The Robinson batmobile was lost for decades before
being rediscovered and rehabbed in 2013. Now it's
going up for sale at Heritage Auctions based in Dallas.
Bidding begins Nov. 17, and the full auction will
begin on Dec. 6. An opening bid has not yet been set.
Bid a pretty penny (maybe even a giant penny) and
you could bring home your Batman-based dreams.

Unknown Parts Counter Guy: New
Year, New Warranty Claims
Jan 02, 2015Bryan McTaggartFUNNY
STUFF, UPCG3
Amazing – when I first started to work here in the
city I lived in a boarding house at Dufferin and St
Clair and one of the fellow boarders was a
Scotsman who drove a VW Beetle. One day he was
complaining that the brakes were squealing. As a
joke one of the other boarders told him to spray
them with WD40. Long story short, he was caught
getting ready to do just that. Time has not made
people any smarter and maybe even dumber.

Now that I work at Mississauga Engines I see it
ever day.
The internet has made even the
uniformed experts. Not long ago a customer
(young) came to get his motor block machined to fit
new pistons that he bought off of the internet. The
place he purchased them from GUARANTEED
they would fit. When we measured the block was
20 over and his GUARANTEED pistons were
standard. When we explained this and he finally
understood (the lights came on) he asked “What
are you going to do for me?” When we said nothing
that he would have to send the pistons back he was
absolutely biligerent with us. Why could we just
exchange them for him: Well 1) he did buy them
from us – 2) most engines in for REBUILDING
need to go oversize so standard pistons are of little
value and most of all the brand is not anything we
carry or care to carry.
This attached story is funny, but very close to being
today’s reality.

You would think that within a year’s timeframe, that I
would’ve seen it all, right? That nothing could surprise
me any more inside the walls of a parts store than what
I’d already seen? NOPE! There is no stopping the fun
at good old [insert store name here]…if the customers
come in, if sales are being made, then I will not run
out of stuff to write about. Good news for you, job
security for me. And even if it’s a slow day at the
store, there’s always my friends the mechanics and the
dealership techs to help me out with some of the most
random attempts at “fixing” the car possible.
First and foremost, I am glad to report that the store I
worked for did amazingly well this year in sales. New
Year’s Eve they had what’s considered a top 10%
sales day…translated, it means that everybody and
their mother made a run for parts knowing that they
would have all of National Hangover Day (January
1st) to fix their car. They will never know that I’m
congratulating them, of course, and I’ll never admit
which store, but I stopped in and talked with Store
Manager and said it in person, so I feel better, at least.

I did notice while I was there that there were brake
drums for an International 4900 in the back. Those are
new. Guess the “I’m going to throw an alternator at
someone’s head” line is getting scrapped. Just picture
a large man with a bag over his head coming at you in
anger with one of those held over his head? Makes me
feel all warm and fuzzy inside.
Now, with all of those sales, there’s bound to be the
returns and the warranty claims. Take, for example,
the brake components that Mr. A.J. Lemieux had the
privilege of working on a few days ago:

You know what’s coming, don’t you? “These pads
were making too much noise, so I used that spray-on
lithium grease to quiet them down.” Yes, that’s why
the brake pad looks, as Lemieux put it, like an icecream sandwich. If these make it to your counter,
guys, just look the customer dead-square in the eyes,
inform them that they are an idiot, and that a snowball
in Hell has a better chance than they do getting their
money back. These people drive on the same streets
you do…scary thought, isn’t it? Just calmly write

down the number to Just Brakes or some similar shop
and tell them to be on their merry little way.

THE LAWS OF PROBABLITIES
I know I have posted these before, but I still love them
and think they are the truest laws I’ve ever run into.
Law of Mechanical Repair
- After your hands become coated with grease, your
nose will begin to itch and you'll have to
pee.
Law of Gravity
- Any tool, nut, bolt, screw, when dropped, will roll to
the least accessible place in the universe.
Law of Probability
- The probability of being watched is directly
proportional to the stupidity of your act.
Law of Random Numbers
- If you dial a wrong number, you never get a busy
signal; someone always answers.
Variation Law
- If you change lines (or traffic lanes), the one you
were in will always move faster than the one you are
in now.
Law of the Bath
- When the body is fully immersed in water, the
telephone will ring.
Law of Close Encounters
- The probability of meeting someone you know
INCREASES dramatically when you are with
someone you don't want to be seen with.
Law of the Result
- When you try to prove to someone that a machine
won't work, IT WILL!!!
Law of Biomechanics
- The severity of the itch is inversely proportional to
the reach.
Law of the Theater & Hockey Arena
- At any event, the people whose seats are furthest
from the aisle, always arrive last. They are the ones
who will leave their seats several times to go for food,
beer, or the toilet and who leave early before the end
of the performance or the game is over. The folks in
the aisle seats come early, never move once, have long
gangly
legs
or
big
bellies and stay to the bitter end of the performance.
The
aisle
people
also
are
very surly folk.
The Coffee Law
-As soon as you sit down to a cup of hot coffee, your
boss
will
ask
you
to
do
something
which will last until the coffee is cold.
Murphy's Law of Lockers
- If there are only 2 people in a locker room, they will
have adjacent lockers.
Law of Physical Surfaces

-The chances of an open-faced jelly sandwich landing
face down on a floor are directly correlated to the
newness and cost of the carpet or rug.
Law of Logical Argument
- Anything is possible IF you don't know what you are
talking about.
Law of Physical Appearance - If the clothes
fit, they're ugly.
Law
of
Public
Speaking
-- A CLOSED MOUTH GATHERS NO FEET!
Law of Commercial Marketing Strategy
- As soon as you find a product that you really like,
they will stop making it OR the store will stop selling
it!
Doctors' Law
- If you don't feel well, make an appointment to go to
the doctor, bythe time you get there, you'll feel better.
But
don't
make
an
appointment
and
you'll stay sick.
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